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300 America's First Great Library. 



THE FIEST BOOKS IMPOBTED BY AMEBICA'S FIEST 1 
GEEAT LIBEAEY : 1732. 

BY ALBERT J. EDMUNDS. 

This list, with the subsequent minute of explanation, has 
been copied from the MS. Minutes of the Library Company 
of Philadelphia, through the kindness of George Maurice 
Abbot. The Minutes begin at November 8, 1731. They 
were copied and continued by Francis Hopkinson in 1759, 
the actual date of the extant MS. 

* Asterisks denote books not secured at the first purchase. See 
below. A. J. E. 

March, 1732. 
Puffendorf s Introd". 8°. 

* Dr. Howel's History of ye World 3 Vol'. F°. 
Rapin's History of England. 12 Vol'. 8°. 

* Salmon's Modern History. 
Vertot's Revolutions. 
Plutarch's Lives in Small Vol.' 
Stanley's Lives of ye Philosophers. 
Annals of Tacitus by Gordon. 

* Collection of Voyages, 6 Vol 1 . 
Atlas Geogra : 5 Vol'. 4to. 
Gordon's Grainar. 
Brightland's Engl. Grammar. 
Greenwood's D°. 

* Johnson's History of Animals. 
Architect : by Andw Palladio. 

* Evelyns Parallel of the ancient and modern Archi- 

tecture. 

1 The first American Library was that of Harvard College (1638) and 
the second the old public library of New York (1700), now known as 
the New York Society Library. But the former was a college library, 
not a public one, while the latter was dispersed by the Revolution, and 
had to be begun all over again after the peace. The Philadelphia 
Library persisted. 
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Bradley's Improvemts of Husbandry and his other 
Books of Gardening. 

Perkinson's Herbal. 

Helvicus's Chronology. 

Wood's Institutes. 

Dechale's Euclid. 

L'Hospital's Conic Sections 4to. 

Hayes upon Fluxions. 

Keil's Astronomical Lectures. 

Drake's Anatomy. 

Sidney on Government. 

Cato's Letters. 

Sieurs Du Port Royal Mor 1 Essays. 

Crousaz's Art of Thinking. 

Spectators. 

Guardians. 

Tatlers. 

Puffendorf s Law of Nature &c. 

Addison's "Works in 12mo. 

Memorable Things of Socrates. 

Turkish Spy. 

Abridgm* of Phil : Trans. 5 Vol'. 4to. 

Gravesend's Nat : Philos : 2 Vol'. 8vo. 

Boerhaave's Chymistry. 

The Compleat Tradesman. 

Bailey's Dictionary — the best. — 

Homer's Iliad and Odyssey. 

Bayle's Critical Dictionary. 

Dryden's Virgil. 

Ozanam's Course of Mathem : 5 Vol'. 

Catalogues. 

[For books added later, see end.] 

[Signed] Thomas Godfrey. 

William Parsons 
Philip Syng, Jun r 
Ben : Franklin 
Anthony Nicholas 
Robert Grace 
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November 1£, 173®. 

By Capt. Cornock from London the Company's Books 
arrived the latter End of October, with Letters and Cata- 
logue &c. from Thomas HopMnson in good Order. But 
some of the Books sent for were omitted, as being out of 
Print or dear; and others which were cheap and useful 
added by F. HopMnson who gives good Reasons for both 
in the Margin of the Catalogue and in his Letter to me, 
and informs the Directors he had the Advice of T : Cad- 
wallader and P. Collinson in this negotiation; and that 
Peter Collinson had given him great Assistance, and had 
moreover made the Company a Present of two valuable 
Books. 

The Books omitted are HowePs History of the "World, 
Salmon's modern History, Collection of Voyages, Johnson's 
History of Animals, Evelyn's Parallel of Architecture, 
Parkinson's Herbal, Hayes on Fluxions, Cato's Letters, 
Bradley's Books of Gardening and Bayle's Critical 
Dictionary. 1 

The books added are, the Hertfordshire Husbandman, 
Switzer's Gardening, Life of Charles the 12th King of 
Sweden, Allen's Synopsis, Travels of Cyrus, Ray's Wisdom 
of Cod, Lay Monastry [sic] , Milton's Paradise Lost & Re- 
gained, Historia Literaria 16 Pamphlets, Quincy's Physical 
Lexicon & Philips's Grammar. [End of Extracts from 
Minutes.] 

The price of this first load of books was " £45 sterling at 
65 per cent, advance the current rate." This fact, together 
with other Botes for a History of the Library Company, 
was extracted from the MS. Minutes by an anonymous 
writer in Waldie's Port Folio, some time in the Thirties. 
The author was the librarian, John Jay Smith. The exact 
words of the MS. Minutes are :— " Pay to Robert Grace 
£74.5.0 for his Bill of Exchange of £45. SterR (with 65 p r 

*But Bayle's Dictionary appears in the Library's first Catalogue, 
1741. A. J. E. 
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c*. Advance) drawn on Peter Collinson & payable to Tlio B 
Hopkinson to purchase Books in London for the Use of the 
Library Company of Philadelphia." 

The books were first stored in the house of Robert 
Grace in Jones's Alley, now Church Street. In 1740 they 
were taken to the "West wing of the State House, and in 
1773 to Carpenters' Hall, where they remained until the 
erection of the first Library building in 1790. During the 
Revolution they were used by British officers, who paid the 
required fees and safely returned the books. In 1777 the 
library room was occupied by sick soldiers. During the 
war importations were suspended, and in 1783 £200 were 
remitted to London for books that had appeared in the 
interval. One of these was Gibbon's Decline and Fall of 
the Roman Empire (London, 1776-1788, quarto, 6 vols.) 
At the time of peace, the earlier editions were no longer 
procurable, except for the later volumes. In the Library 
Catalogue, 1789, we find the quarto set dated 1782-1788. 
This set is still at the Ridgway Branch. The late Charles 
R. Hildeburn once told me that copies of Gibbon were sold 
in New York during the war, because that city was in the 
hands of the English. But I have never seen a copy of the 
first edition of Yol. I, and doubt whether one exists in 
America. This edition was sold in a few months, and 
a second issued the same year, 1776, a copy of which I 
have. 

BlBLIOGEAPHY OF EARLY CATALOGUES. 

No. 1. 

A | Catalogue | of | Books | belonging to the | Library 
Company | of | Philadelphia. | Communiter bona profundere 
Deum, est. | Philadelphia : Printed by B. Franklin, 1741. | 
16 mo., pp. 55 -f- 1. [Short account of the Library on the 
last page.] 

No. 2. The | Charter | of the | Library Company | of | 
Philadelphia. | Philadelphia : | Printed by B. Franklin, 
1746. | 16 mo., pp. 8. 

No. 3. Laws | of the | Library Company | of | Philadel- 



304 America's First Great Library. 

phia. | Made, in Pursuance of their | Charter, | At a Gen- 
eral Meeting, | held in the Library, on the Third Day | of 
May, 1742. | Philadelphia : | Printed by B. Franklin, 
1746. | 16 mo., pp. 15 + 28 [ + 4]. [With Books added 
to the Library since 1741. Also Rules.] 

No. 4. The | Charter, | Laws, | and | Catalogue of 
Books, | of the | Library Company | of | Philadelphia. | 
Communiter bona profundere Deum est | Philadelphia : | 
Printed by B. Franklin, and D. Hall. | 1757. | 

12 mo., pp. 23 + 132. [With Short Account and List 
of Medals.] 

No. 5. The | Charter, | Laws, | and | Catalogue of 
Books, | of the | Library Company | of | Philadelphia. | 
Communiter bona profundere Deum est. | Philadelphia : j 
Printed by B. Franklin and L\ Hall. | 1764. | 8 vo., pp. 
26 + 150. 

[Short Account, Medals, and Names of Members.] 

No. 6. The | Charter, | Laws, | and | Catalogue | of | 
Books, | of the | Library Company | of | Philadelphia. | 
With a Short Account of the Library prefixed. | Communiter 
bona profundere Deum est. | Philadelphia: | Printed by 
Joseph Crukshank, in Second-Street. | 1770. | 8 vo., pp. 
38 + [316.] 

[Medals and List of Members follow the Short Account at the be, 
ginning. The present system of numbering appears in this Catalogue- 
the numbers which were used in the Catalogues of 1757 and 1764 hav- 
ing been changed.] 

No. 7. The | Second Part | of the | Catalogue | of | 
Books, | of the | Library Company | of | Philadelphia, j 
Communiter bona profundere Deum est. | Philadelphia : | 
Printed by E. Aitken, Bookseller, opposite | the London 
Coffee-House, Front-Street. | 1775. | 8 vo., pp. 67. 

No. 8. A | Catalogue | of the | Books, | belonging to | 
The Library Company of Philadelphia ; | to which is pre- 
fixed, | a short account | of the | institution, | with the | 
Charter, Laws and Regulations. | Communiter bona pro- 
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fundere Deorum est. | Philadelphia : | Printed by Zaehariah 
Poulson, Junior, in Fourth-Street, | between Market-Street 
and Arch-Street. | 1789. | 8 vo., pp. xl. -f 406 +- 1. 

[Contains List of Members and a system of classification under Mem- 
ory, Eeason and Imagination.] 

All these Catalogues are in the Library of the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania (mostly in the Gilpin Branch) ex- 
cept ~Eo. 7. At the suggestion of Dr. Jordan, I have 
searched, at the Eidgway Library, for the extant volumes 
of the first importation. Many of course have long since 
perished and been replaced. Thus, Pope's Homer, Dry- 
den's Virgil, and Voltaire's Life of Charles XII. were already 
lost or worn out at the end of the eighteenth century, and 
their numbers were transferred to other books. With these 
three exceptions, the numbers now in use for the original 
books or their successors, are the same as they stand in the 
Catalogue of 1770. Numbers also appear in the Catalogues 
of 1757 and 1764, but these were discarded in favor of new 
ones. Often in the oldest books, the numbers of 1757 and 
1764 have been scratched out and replaced by those of 1770. 
Is there another library in the United States where a system 
of numbering, has persisted for a hundred and thirty-six 
years, and where the handwriting of librarians of the 
French and Indian "War can still be traced upon the faded 
covers ? 

A scheme of classification appears in the Catalogue of 
1789, wherein all works are- arranged under three heads: 
Memory, Eeason, Imagination, according to Bacon and 
D'Alembert. This Catalogue also tells us that an asterisk de- 
notes pamphlets^-a usage since adopted by The Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania. 

But, while 1789 saw a paper classification, there was no 
actual one. Indeed, when the present writer proceeded to 
classify the Locust Street Library in 1889, the books were 
still on the shelves numerically under the old four sizes. 
Bunford Samuel had previously classified the Eidgway 
vol. xxx. — 20 
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books, but those at the main library were not finally 
arranged until the early nineties. 

Dr. Jordan suggests that the following books may be 
separated as antiquarian curiosities, by a future board of 
directors, and placed in a case by themselves with the 
legend : 

Books of the First Importation: 
A. D. 1732. 

Boerhaave. — New Method of Chemistry. By H. Boer- 
haave. London, 1727, No. 115 Q. 

Collection oe Voyages. — [London, 1699 ? 6 vols.? 1729, 
4 vols, in Catalogue of 1741. One volume only remains of 
this set, but its title-page is gone.] No. 796, O. 

Complbat Tradesman. — London, 1727-1732, 2 vols. No. 
815 0. 

[Vol. I. is Ed. 3, 1732, wherein the first word is spelt " Complete."] 

Crotjsaz. — New treatise of the Art of Thinking. By Mr. 
Crousaz. London, 1724, 2 vols., No. 387 0. 

Drake. — Anthropologia Nova; or, A new system of 
Anatomy. By James Drake. Eds. 2 and 3. London, 
1717-1728, 3 vols., No. 168 O. 

Euclid. — The Elements of Euclid Explain'd. By P. 
Claud. Francis Milliet de Chales. Ed. 7. London, 1726, 
No. 923 O. 

Oravesande. — Mathematical Elements of Natural Philos- 
ophy : introduction to Sir Isaac Newton's Philosophy. By 
William-James's Oravesande. Ed. 4. London, 1731, 2 
vols., No. 169 O. 

Guardian — 2 vols., No. 69 D. 

[Title-pages gone.] 

Hblvicus. — The Historical and Chronological Theatre of 
Christopher Helvicus. London, 1687, No. 227 F. 

Historia Litteraria. — London, 1730-1732, 4 vols., No. 

14 0. 

[Vols. 1, 3 and 4 are extant. This is the only bibliography in the 
present list.] 
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Keill. — Introduction to Natural Philosophy ; or, Philo- 
sophical Lectures read in the University of Oxford, 1700. 
By John Keill, M. D., Savilian Professor of Astronomy. 
London, 1720, No. 432 O. 

[In MS. on the fly-leaf we read: "Ex Libris Henrici Jaffray de 
Dalspon [Dalsson?] 1730."] 

Lay Monastery. — London, 1714, 329 D. 
[" Belonging to the Library Company of Philadelphia," in MS. on 
title-page.] 

L'Hospital. — Analytick Treatise of Conick Sections. By 
the Marquis De L'Hospital. London, 1723, No. 175 Q. 

Moll. — Atlas Geographus. By Herman Moll. Lon- 
don, 1711-1717, 5 vols., No. 182 Q. 

Ozanam. — Cursus Mathematicus. By Monsieur Ozanam. 

London, and Oxford, 1712-1725, 5 vols., No. 167 O. 

[The originality of this set is doubtful, as the Catalogue of 1770 has 
an edition of 1708, No. 769 O.] 

Phillips. — A Rational Grammar (Latin). By J. T. 
Phillips. Ed. 2. London, 1731, No. 301 D. 

Philosophical Transactions. — John Lowthorp. Lon- 
don, 1731, 4 vols., No. 161 Q. 

[Vols. 1-3, Ed. 4 ; Vol. 4, Ed. 2. Vol. 4 : Abridged by Henry 
Jones.] 

Plutarch. — Plutarch's Lives. With notes from M. Da- 
cier. London, 1727, 8 vols, No. 11 O. 

Port Boyal Essays. — Moral Essays. "Written in French 
by Messieurs du Port Eoyal. Ed. 4. London, 1724, 4 
vols., No. 40 L\ 

Ptjffendorf. — Introduction to the History of Europe. 
By Samuel Puffendorf. Ed. 8. London, 1719, No. 143 O. 

[The Catalogue of 1741 says 1728.] 

Rapin be Thoyras. — History of England. By Mr. De 
Rapin Thoyras. London, 1728-1730, 12 vols. [Continued 
later.] No. 542 O. 

[There is a later edition, 1757-1759 which came from the Associa- 
tion Library. Here the name is correctly given : Eapin de Thoyras.] 
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Ray. — Three Physico-Theological Discourses. By John 
Ray. Ed. 4. London, 1732, No. 683 0. 

[The Catalogue of 1741 gives no date, but that of 1770 has 1728.] 

Sidney. — Discourses concerning Government. By Al- 
gernon Sidney. Ed. 2. London, 1704, No. 77 P. 

Stanlby. — History of Philosophy : Lives of the Philoso- 
phers. By Thomas Stanley. Ed. 3. London,1701,No.l75F. 

Switzee. — Dissertation on the true Cythisus of the An- 
cients. By Stephen Switzer. With Catalogue of Seeds 
London, 1731, No. 809 O. [Bound up with his Compen- 
dious Method of raising Brocoli &c. Ed. 5 : London, 1731.] 

Tacitus. — Works of Tacitus : (Annals and History. By 
T. Cordon). London 1728-1731, 2 vols. No. 171 P. 

[Tatler.] The Lucubrations of Isaac Bickerstaff, Esq ; 
London, 1728, 3 vols., No. 227 D. 

Turkish Spy. — The Eight Volumes of Letters writ by a 
Turkish Spy who liv'd Pive and Forty Years undiscovered 
at Paris. Ed. 9. London, 1730, 8 vols., No. 53 D. 

[Vols. 3 and 4 have the name of the Library in MS. on the fly-leaf, 
together with the Latin motto.] 

Vertot. — History of the Revolutions in Spain. By the 
Abbot Vertot. London, 1724, 3 vols, in five, No. 179 O. 

[Catalogue of 1741 has the same author's Revolutions of Rome, Por- 
tugal and Sweden.] 

Xenophon. — The Memorable Things of Socrates. Writ- 
ten by Xenophon. Translated by Edward Bysshe. Ed. 2. 
London, 1722, No. 204 O. 

Xenophon's Cyropsedia had been already renewed in 
1746, and therefore is ineligible for our list. Also under 
suspicion are the following : — 

Collection of Voyages 

Guardian 

Ozanam's Mathematics 

Puffendorf 's History of Europe 

Ray's Discourses. 

But I have given them the benefit of the doubt. All books 
not found in the Catalogue of 1741 are excluded. Our list 
contains 30 distinct works in 84 volumes. 



